Creating Economic Structures
for the Recognition of
Parenting as Work

A New Zealand Case for Tax Reform to
Allow for Income Sharing

Christina Reymer

Parents As Partnhers
WWW.parentsaspartners.co.nz




Who raises the kids?
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Still a
woman s
problem?




Go back to [paid] work? :

Sense of ending up

doing everything

and

doing neither job
well

Photo: Jane Dawber, in Joyce Herd, Cracks in the
Ceiling: NZ Women 1975 -2004 NZFGW



Stay home? :

Where
does the
work | do

Where do |



The Most Important Job in the World? | ¢

Elise with baby Scarlett

The unfinished
business

of the women s
movement

Ann Crittenden

The Price of Motherhood:

Why the Most Important Job in the World
is Still the Least Valued

Henry Holt Publ.: New York 2002



Let s go back...

Patriarchal model
epitomised in 1950s

More myth than reality

But still forms basis of
our public policy



And further back .

That where a woman elects to
superintend her own household,
and be the mother of children,
there shall be a law attaching a
certain share of her husband s
earnings or income for her
separate use, payable, if she so
desire it, into her separate
account.

Kate Sheppard NCWNZ 1896
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1976 recognition of partnerships
hailed as a breakthrough for rural women



1982 McCaw Report on taxation |
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shift to individual as
unit of taxation

removal of dependent
spouse rebate

recommended income
splitting



1991 Removal of family benefit | ¢

At-home parents are rendered
completely invisible

In public policy.




Powell-Reymer vs IRD

A family partnership whose business was
raising children, with shared responsibility for
family and shared income.

S./5 Income Tax Act

A share of my partner s income has been
earned In my interest and on my behalf .



Who owns the family wage?

Judge Willy:

That the income earned was taxable
as my partner s only, and that
what the husband subsequently

chooses to do with his income Is
entirely his own affair.

l.e. At-home partners have no legal
claim to a share of that income.



Human Rights :

A failure to allow the non-
employed spouse an income
In their own right on the
basis of their marital status,
contravenes the Human
Rights Act

Paul Hunt
Senior Lecturer University of Waikato

At-home mothers are subsumed by their spouses,
denied full citizenship.



Same rights and
responsibilities
during marriage
and at Its
dissolution

Article 16 (1c)




A global view of economics

Market production Non-market production

Economics is the sum total of human activity
that sustains human well-being



